
        
    
    

        Skip to content



                
        

            
                

            


            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                [image: alt]
                                
                                    Select Region or Brand

                                    	Business
	National
	Arizona
	Charleston, SC
	Columbia, SC
	Idaho
	Lehigh Valley
	Long Island
	Maryland
	Massachusetts
	Mecklenburg, NC
	Michigan
	Minnesota
	Missouri
	New Jersey
	New Orleans, LA
	New York
	North Carolina
	Oklahoma City, OK
	Oregon
	Pennsylvania
	Rhode Island
	Rochester
	Virginia
	Wisconsin



	Legal
	Arizona
	Maryland
	Massachussetts
	Michigan
	Minnesota
	Missouri
	New York
	North Carolina
	South Carolina
	Wisconsin
	Rhode Island
	Virginia



	Construction
	Milwaukee, WI
	Oregon



	Home Furnishings
	Designers Today
	Furniture Today
	Gifts & Decorative Accessories
	Home Accents Today
	Home Furnishings News
	Home Textiles Today





                                

                            

                            
                                
																		

                                
                                    	Manage Account
	Manage Print or Online Subscription
	Manage Email Subscription





                                

                                
                                    [image: ]Sign In                                

                                
                                    
[image: ]Sign Out                                

                            

                        

                    

                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: alt]
                                
                                
                                    
        
        Upcoming Event

        SC Excellence in Law

    


                                

                            

                            
                                
    [image: ]Free Newsletter
    Subscribe

                        

                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
        [image: Hamburger Menu]
        [image: Hamburger Menu]

                            

                            	News
	Events
	Opinion Digests
	Verdicts & Settlements
	Submit Verdicts & Settlements



	Classifieds
	Power Lists
	Advertising
	Advertising
	Marketing Growth Guide
	National Legal Audience
	Editorial and Special Products Calendar
	Media Kit



	Digital Edition


                        

                        

						
											




                    

                

        


        

                        
            
                		
			
		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
            

        

                


    

    
        	News
	News
	Top Legal News
	Bar & Disciplinary Actions
	Commentary



	Sections
	Opinion Digests
	Submit your People in the Law
	Verdicts & Settlements
	Submit Verdicts & Settlements
	Power Lists



	Awards
	Medical Malpractice Power List 2024
	Personal Injury Power List 2024
	SCLW Unsung Heroes 2023
	Power List Nominations



	Events
	Events
	Icons and Phenoms
	Leaders in the Law
	50 Most Influential Women



	About & Contact
	About Us
	Contact Us
	Email Alerts
	FAQ
	Accessibility Statement
	Plaques & Reprints
	Submit to the Bizwire



	Advertising
	Advertising
	Marketing Growth Guide
	National Legal Audience
	Editorial and Special Products Calendar
	Media Kit
	Classifieds








    

    
    
  

    
      		
									
						
					
			
								
				
											
					
															
										Other Top Stories

											
															High court to hear arguments at Coker University
														
	
															Drug, gun guilty pleas net long federal prison sentence
														
	
															Serial offender sentenced in child pornography case
														


									

													

					
												
							
																	
										[image: It wasn’t Gamecock basketball that recently brought two famed USC Law graduates back to Columbia. (Depositphotos.com)]									

																	
									 USC Law grads drawn back to campus — but not for hoops									

					
									
										Judge A. Marvin Quattlebaum Jr., a 1989 graduate of USC Law, and Judge William B. Traxler Jr., a ’73 alumnus, were recently joined by Chief Judge Albert Diaz at the school to hear three cases before the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.									
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											[image: Gov. Henry McMaster has filled the empty Colleton County clerk of court’s position with Patricia C. Grant, who held the post for 20 years.]

																							Retired Colleton County official tapped as clerk of court
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													Judge appoints special master to oversee women’s prison

													
													OAKLAND, Calif. — A judge has appointed a special master to oversee a troubled federal women's prison in California known for rampant sexual abuse against inmates, marking the first time the Bureau of Prisons has been subject to such oversight.

A 2021 Associated Press investigation that found a culture of abuse and cover-ups at the Federal Correctional Institution in Dublin brought increased scrutiny from Congress and the Bureau of Prisons. The low-security prison and its adjacent minimum-security satellite camp, about 21 miles east of Oakland, have more than 600 inmates.

U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers on Friday named Wendy Still — a veteran corrections and probation official with extensive experience coordinating compliance with the federal Prison Rape Elimination Act — as the special master. The judge also appointed several staff members to assist her. In appointing Still, the judge said she and her team "shall have full access to FCI Dublin, all its records, and all physical facilities."

"The warden shall take all steps to ensure such access," the judge directed.

Last month, when she ordered the special master, Rogers called the prison "a dysfunctional mess." She added that the Bureau of Prisons has "proceeded sluggishly with intentional disregard of the inmates' constitutional rights despite being fully apprised of the situation for years. The repeated installation of BOP leadership who fail to grasp and address the situation strains credulity."

The appointment of a special master is part of a federal lawsuit filed in August by eight inmates and the advocacy group California Coalition for Women Prisoners. They allege that sexual abuse and exploitation has not stopped despite the prosecution of the former warden and several former officers.

"This unprecedented decision on the need for oversight shows that courageous incarcerated people, community and dedicated lawyers can collectively challenge the impunity of the federal government and Bureau of Prisons," Emily Shapiro, a member of California Coalition for Women Prisoners, said in a statement last month.

The Bureau of Prisons declined to comment on the special master appointment.

FCI Dublin opened in 1974 and was converted in 2012 to one of six women-only facilities in the federal prison system. The prison has housed well-known inmates, including actors Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin from the Varsity Blues college admissions bribery scandal.

FCI Dublin's sexual abuse scandal has been one of many troubles plaguing the bureau, which is also beset by rampant staffing shortages, suicides and security breaches.

Since 2021, at least eight FCI Dublin employees have been charged with sexually abusing inmates. Five have pleaded guilty. Two were convicted at trial. Another case is pending. Roughly 50 civil rights lawsuits against FCI Dublin employees are also ongoing.

Rogers wrote that "in making this extraordinary decision, the Court grounds itself in BOP's repeated failure to ensure that the extraordinary history of this facility is never repeated."

All sexual activity between a prison worker and an inmate is illegal. Correctional employees enjoy substantial power over inmates, controlling every aspect of their lives from mealtime to lights out, and there is no scenario in which an inmate can give consent.

Rogers made an unannounced visit to the prison Feb. 14, touring the facility and its satellite camp for nine hours. She spoke with at least 100 inmates, as well as staff.

Many of the inmates told her that they did not fear sexual misconduct and said "no" when asked if it was still prevalent at the prison, Rogers wrote. Still, the plaintiffs in the August lawsuit have "presented incidents of sexual misconduct that occurred as recently as November of 2023."

While she did not find that the prison has a "sexualized environment," as alleged in the lawsuit, the judge wrote that she does not believe that sexual misconduct has been eradicated in FCI Dublin.

"The truth is somewhere in the middle—allegations of sexual misconduct have lingered but to characterize it as pervasive goes too far," she wrote. "However, and as the Court finds herein, because of its inability to promptly investigate the allegations that remain, and the ongoing retaliation against incarcerated persons who report misconduct, BOP has lost the ability to manage with integrity and trust."

The special master appointment follows days after the FBI searched the prison as part of an ongoing, years-long investigation. The current warden has also been ousted after new allegations that his staff retaliated against an inmate who testified against the prison, according to government court papers filed Monday.

Despite recent attempts at reform, Rogers wrote last month that what the prison "cannot seem to leave behind, however, is its suspicion that it is the system, not incarcerated women, that is being abused."	
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													Lawsuit alleges Combs’ son sexually assaulted woman

													
													LOS ANGELES — A lawsuit that names Sean "Diddy" Combs as a co-defendant alleges that his son Christian "King" Combs sexually assaulted a woman working on a yacht chartered by his father.

The suit filed Thursday in Los Angeles Superior Court says Sean Combs created the circumstances that led to the assault and paid to cover it up afterward. It's the latest in a series of lawsuits accusing the producer and music mogul of sexual misconduct, and it comes amid a federal sex trafficking investigation that led Homeland Security agents to raid his homes in Los Angeles and Miami last week.

Grace O'Marcaigh, who worked as a crew member and a bartender on the boat, says that in late December 2022, Christian Combs pressured her to drink tequila that she believes was spiked with other drugs. He groped her breasts and genitals and attempted to force her to perform oral sex, the suit alleges.

The Associated Press does not typically name people who say they have been sexually abused unless they come forward publicly, as O'Marcaigh has done. She also consented to being named through her attorneys.

Aaron Dyer, an attorney for Sean and Christian Combs, called the lawsuit "lewd and meritless."

"We will be filing a motion to dismiss this outrageous claim," Dyer said in a statement.

Dyer called the investigation that brought last week's raids "nothing more than a witch hunt based on meritless accusations made in civil lawsuits."

Sean Combs, who chartered the yacht throughout the holidays in 2022, "had full control of the staff and premises" and created circumstances where her assault was not only tolerated but encouraged.

O'Marcaigh, who was 25 at the time, said when Christian Combs, then 24, came aboard late one night, he appeared heavily intoxicated and began giving her inappropriate attention.

She said the two were in a music studio on board the ship, where producer Rodney Jones, who filed his own lawsuit in February, was told to be available around the clock for Sean Combs to work on his next album.

O'Marcaigh said in the suit that Christian Combs was insistent that she take shots of tequila, and she drank out of obligation.

The suit alleges he became increasingly aggressive with her, violently grabbing her arm as she tried to get out of the situation then groping her. The drinks made everything blurry, unusually quickly, the suit says.

Microphones in the studio, where Jones was told to capture everything, recorded their exchange, and the lawsuit includes a transcript where O'Marcaigh demands that Christian Combs stop touching her.

The suit alleges that he later continued the assault in the ship's movie theater, which was used as a spare sleeping area and where she was attempting to find a place to spend the night because the rooms were all taken, before another crew member appeared and he stopped.

O'Marcaigh told the yacht's captain about the assault the following morning, but she alleges that after Combs gave him a large amount of cash the same day, the captain failed to meaningfully investigate or take any action.

The suit says O'Marcaigh was eventually fired in retaliation and has since been unable to find work in the music industry where she had planned to build a career. It says since 2022, she has suffered severe emotional trauma.

The lawsuit seeks damages to be determined at trial.

Christian Combs is also a musical artist whose song "Can't Stop Won't Stop" with Kodak Black topped Billboard's Mainstream R&B Hip-Hop charts in 2022. He was at his father's Los Angeles home during last week's searches, during which he and his brother were handcuffed but not arrested.

The producer Jones' federal lawsuit, filed in February by Tyrone Blackburn, the same attorney as O'Marcaigh's suit, includes allegations that Sean Combs coerced him to solicit prostitutes and pressured him to have sex with them.

Dyer's statement said the newest lawsuit is "filled with the same kind of manufactured lies and irrelevant facts we've come to expect from Blackburn."

He pointed out that U.S. District Judge Denise L. Cote criticized Blackburn in a separate lawsuit on Wednesday and referred him to a disciplinary committee for a "pattern of behavior" where he "improperly files cases in federal court to garner media attention, embarrass defendants with salacious allegations, and pressure defendants to settle quickly."

Blackburn responded in an email that "a referral is not a sanction" and the statement from Combs' lawyer was an attempt to "deflect and distract."

"Christian Combs sexually assaulted Ms. O'Marcaigh, and we have it on tape," Blackburn said.

Several lawsuits have brought public scrutiny to the music and business mogul, beginning with a November suit from his former protege and girlfriend, the R&B singer Cassie, which alleged years of sexual abuse, including rape. It was settled the following day.

Combs and his attorneys have denied all of the lawsuits' allegations.

Combs, a three-time Grammy winner and the founder of Bad Boy Records, is among the most influential hip-hop producers and executives of the past three decades. He turned his hip-hop empire into a broader business empire that includes private-label spirits, fashion, and a TV network.	
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													Defense verdict: Jury turns back lawsuit from pandemic-inspired claim

													
													Action: Breach of contract and violation of South Carolina Unfair Trade Practices Act

Injuries alleged: Breach of contract, unfair trade practice act, breach of warranty

Case name: HHBC Inc. v. Jamis Bicycles

Court/case no.: Beaufort County Common Pleas / 2021-CP-07-00143

Judge: Bobby Bonds

Injuries alleged: $1.03 million (subject to tripling and addition of attorney’s fees to an estimated $4.5 million)

Date: March 19, 2024

Most helpful expert: George Durant, CPA, Columbia

Attorneys: Ashley Twombley and Thomas Iandoli of Twenge + Twombley, Beaufort (for the defendant); John Bowen of Laughlin & Bowen, Hilton Head (for the plaintiff)

In 2021, plaintiff Hilton Head Bicycle Co. sued Jamis Bicycle Corp., alleging defendant breached a bicycle supply contract and caused plaintiff more than $1 million in damages. Plaintiff further alleged that the manner in which defendant breached the contract violated the South Carolina Unfair Trade Practices Act, allowing plaintiff to seek treble damages and attorney’s fees. The total exposure was estimated to be $4.5 million.

A central issue at trial involved the unforeseen effects of COVID-19 pandemic on the supply chain, and whether these effects excused defendant from the alleged breach. This is one of the few known jury verdicts dealing with the unforeseen effects of COVID-19 and the South Carolina Uniform Commercial Code’s “commercial impracticably” provisions.

Another central issue involved plaintiff's alleged damages, which were ultimately limited by the trial court judge before being presented to the jury. When plaintiff’s damages were presented to the jury, defendant alleged plaintiff’s damages claims were not supported by sufficient documentation (a calculation methodology, receipts, invoices, etc.) and amounted to little more than a homemade list of numbers set forth on a single sheet of paper. In closing arguments, plaintiff’s counsel Ashley Twombley argued, “My children have prepared Christmas list with more detail than this wish list prepared by .”

After a six-day trial, the jury returned a unanimous verdict in favor of defendant, concluding it did not breach the contract, and that plaintiff was not entitled to any damages.	
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													$600,000 settlement: Worksite ladder fall leaves plaintiff with back injury

													
													Action: Workers’ compensation

Injuries alleged: Burst fractures of the lumbar spine leading to emergency surgery, leg weakness, ongoing bladder problems and incomplete paraplegia

Case name: Withheld

Court/case no.: Withheld

Mediator: Allison Carter

Demand: $950,000

Highest offer: $600,000

Amount: $600,000

Date: Jan. 16, 2024

Attorneys: Adam Greene of Steinberg Law Firm, Charleston (for the plaintiff)

In October 2022, our client was on a ladder at a Charleston County construction site removing siding from a building when he fell 20 feet onto the cement below and landed on his coccyx, or tailbone, and lower back. He immediately suffered burst fractures of the lumbar spine and was rushed to the hospital where he underwent emergency surgery.

Two employers and their insurance carriers denied the case, asserting that plaintiff was not an employee. However, through mediation and ongoing negotiations, each carrier agreed to pay $300,000 for a total settlement of $600,000.

The case involved many experts, including neurosurgeons, anesthesiologists, neurologists and urologists, and multiple depositions in Spanish.	
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													Plaintiff escapes serious injury in Johns Island collision; $210,000 settlement

													
													Action: Motor vehicle accident

Injuries alleged: No major injuries

Case name: Withheld

Court/case no.: Withheld

Demand: Policy limits

Amount: $210,000

Special damages: $1,125

Date: Oct. 31, 2023

Attorneys: Gedney M. Howe IV of Law Offices of Gedney M. Howe, Charleston (for the plaintiff)

On July 9, 2023, plaintiff was traveling on Johns Island when a vehicle in the oncoming lane suddenly and without warning swerved into her lane. The two SUVs collided head-on at about 35 mph. Plaintiff was transported via EMS to the Medical University of South Carolina, where she was examined and released.

Plaintiff’s counsel later located two witnesses who lived nearby and came to the scene after the accident. One witness stated they heard the collision, and that the damage to plaintiff's vehicle seemed consistent with a possible rollover; plaintiff did not know if her vehicle had rolled. A second witness spoke with the at-fault driver after the accident and claimed that the driver had admitted to having "some wine" with dinner.

Plaintiff’s counsel sent a demand to the carrier for the policy limits of $100,000 bodily injury and $100,000 property damage. The carrier eventually agreed to tender all available coverage.

Negotiations with the uninsured motorist carrier led to an agreement to pay for the total loss of plaintiff’s vehicle and an additional $10,000.	
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